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This year, the Academic, Industrial, and Research Radiation Safety Section (AIRRS) of the Health Physics 
Society established the Award for Outstanding Radiation Safety Program to recognize the hard work 
performed by radiation safety professionals in academic, industrial or research institutions. AIRRS is 
pleased to announce that the University of Massachusetts Lowell (UML) has been selected for the 
inaugural award! AIRRS was very pleased to find all the nominations submitted were deserving of the 
award, but UML’s stood out.  

The UML Radiation Safety Office, directed by Steven Snay, Ph.D., CHP, is responsible for three 
radioactive materials licenses, which include a broad scope and a reactor license, as well as 
three permits for lasers, x-ray machines and a Van de Graff accelerator. The scope of 
responsibility for his team of three includes radiation safety for approximately 100 laboratories 
with a broad range of uses of radioactive material, from small animal imaging to separation of 
actinides and lanthanides from spent nuclear fuel. In addition, they have non-ionizing radiation 
safety responsibilities for lasers, lidar, NMR/MRI machines, and RF sources. 

The nomination also described several impressive initiatives undertaken by this Radiation 
Safety Office. One initiative was the student internship program which helps both graduate and 
undergraduate students begin their careers with real experience and a solid understanding of 
maintaining a radiation safety culture in the workplace. These students receive vigorous 
training and assessment in many common radiation safety tasks (shipping and receiving 
radioactive materials, calibrations, surveys, processing effluent samples, laser hazard analyses, 
and more), often while conducting their own independent health-physics associated research 
projects. 

Other initiatives described were for professional development, where the UML Radiation Safety Office 
hosted a dirty bomb exercise attended by dozens of regional health physicists; for collaborating to 
establish a Standardized Task Evaluation Program which provides for effective training to radiation 
technicians in the  nuclear power industry with the aim of avoiding repetitive, inefficient training in 
common subjects; and for collaborating with the FBI to provide radiation safety training for locating and 
responding to radiological emergencies (such as improvised nuclear devices and radiological 
dispersion devices) which was so successful it has been replicated over two dozen times since.  

Finally, the nomination described measures taken by the UML Radiation Safety Office to save their 
institute hundreds of thousands of dollars. Most notably, the Office undertook the arduous task 
of decommissioning a 9 Ci, 20 source Co-60 Gamma cell irradiator. This involved investigating 
all regulatory, radiation safety and disposal aspects of the decommissioning. A license 
amendment was applied for and received, and the disposal was arranged. Then a process for 



safely removing the sources was described, and the decommissioning was performed 
successfully with very little radiation dose to the staff, less than 20 mrem and 500 mrem deep 
dose and extremity dose, respectively, were received by the maximum exposed workers.  
 
This decommissioning project, the initiatives, and the other responsibilities indeed exemplified 
a radiation safety program worthy of an award – that is, the resourcefulness and determination 
exhibited by the staff of the UML Radiation Safety Office to capably perform complicated tasks 
in Health Physics while maintaining regulatory compliance and dose to personnel ALARA. 
 

 

Photographs of various training activities involving the UML Radiation Safety Office: 

 

  

 



 


